DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
"It must be proved to be in the true interests of the people." Anybody might contradict that from his own standpoint. And ultimately what is it that determines the moral right of a revolution except success? And when it comes off successfully it is forgiven, said Wallenstein.
With these thoughts in my mind I began our conversation as follows: "You have sketched the revolutionary as part gambler and part play-actor, superstitious, absolutist and a tyrant. Yet that certainly does not apply to yourself, who may be considered as the founder of the Czech Revolution and certainly the leader who carried it through. And shortly before the war we saw you take the part of a mediator.
"As late as 1912 you preferred the maintenance of peace among the various peoples of the Austrian Empire rather than support an uncertain struggle for the liberation of the Czechs. And even in May 1913 you stated in the Imperial Parliament at Vienna that as a pacifist you would not allow yourself to be entrammelled in visions of the dismemberment of Austria. Would you like to tell me when the decisive change in your ideas and career took place?"
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